REVIEWS OF BOOKS. 


Abdominal Operations. By B. G. A. Moynihan, M.S. 
(London), F.R.C.S., Senior Assistant Surgeon to Leeds 
General Infirmary, England. Octavo of 695 pages, with 
250 original illustrations. Philadelphia and London: W. B. 
Saunders & Company, 1905. 

Mr. Moynihan, in describing the preparation of the surgeon 
before operation in preantiseptic days, says that the operator felt 
adequately prepared when he had turned back the cuffs of his 
coat. The illustrations in the old works always depict the sur¬ 
geon’s cuffs and links; illustrations,mourns Mr. Moynihan,which 
are often borrowed and reproduced at the present time. How¬ 
ever true this may be of the works of other authors and other 
publishers it is not true of the writer of “ Abdominal Surgery ” 
nor of his publishers. Considered merely from the typographical 
and artistic standpoint this book excels the older works just 
as much as the technique which it describes excels the clumsy 
methods of which they treated. When we compare the stand¬ 
ard text-books of our time with the crude descriptions and illus¬ 
trations of our student days we cannot but wonder at the suc¬ 
cessful work of our old teachers. Most works written twenty 
years ago are valuable now chiefly for their historical interest. One 
reads them with a serio-comic interest and a half pity for their 
readers, a certain degree of toleration for the publisher and artist. 
Kelly’s “ Operative Gynecology ” set a new standard of excellence 
which publishers have been not slow to appreciate and adopt. 
This book of Moynihan is well clad, well printed, embellished with 
excellent half-tone illustrations, and worthily continues what the 
earlier work began. The text is concise but not abbreviated, 
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rich in descriptions of detail but not diffuse. The opening chap¬ 
ter contains much valuable and some new information on the 
bacteriology of the stomach and intestines. The statement that 
the empty stomach and intestine are sterile leads to suggestive 
reflection on the phenomena of fermentation in the alimentary 
canal from both the medical and surgical standpoint. The chap¬ 
ter is summarized in seven conclusions at its close, with some 
remarks on the sterilization of the whole tract. Under the head 
of preparation of the patient for operation the writer insists on 
the importance of thorough cleansing of the mouth as a pre¬ 
liminary to all operations. Most books restrict this suggestion 
to cases where the oral cavity is involved. If surgeons follow 
the author’s advice it is not unlikely that the cases of postopera¬ 
tive pneumonia will diminish. We ought not to forget, however, 
the possibility that many cases of pneumonia of this class do 
not depend on a mouth infection at all but take their origin in 
the operation wound itself, being in the nature of infarcts, car¬ 
ried in the circulation from the wound to lung. The author 
devotes four hundred and sixty-six pages out of a total of six 
hundred and seventy to the consideration and description of 
operations on the stomach and intestines. It is hardly necessary 
to say that nothing of importance in this line of work has been 
omitted. The descriptions are clear but succinct and are well 
elucidated by the illustrations. Under the head of “ Carcinoma 
of the Stomach ” the statement is made that simple gastroenteros¬ 
tomy has a higher mortality than excision of the stomach which 
again has a mortality but little greater than that of exploratory in¬ 
cision. As a rule the operation of gastroenterostomy is done and 
will be done on cases in which excision is evidently out of the ques¬ 
tion, and such patients will always come to the operating table 
in worse condition than the earlier cases in which the complete 
operation can be done. As for the exploration, when the abdo¬ 
men is closed without any further operative procedure it is 
because the conditions revealed are too desperate even for the 
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simplest measures of relief. These considerations should receive 
their due weight in estimating the relative actual mortality of 
the three operations. We can never know what the mortality 
of gastroenterostomy would have been if done in the cases of 
excision, nor of excision if attempted in the former cases. In 
the section devoted to operations on the intestines Chapter XX 
is taken up with the consideration of intestinal localization. 
Credit is given to Mall and Monks, and the latter is largely 
quoted. The suceeding chapters contain an account of intestinal 
sutures, not all of them, however, for which the reader should 
be grateful. The writer prefers the method of Connell. His 
opinion is that of many surgeons. The writer describes a method 
of suture of his own, but without illustration, which is to be 
regretted. A good illustration takes the place of a page of type 
and a good deal of pondering thereon. The chapter on intestinal 
obstruction contains much valuable advice. The author differs 
from many surgeons as to the advisability of administering mor¬ 
phine to these patients. Indeed he says "There is no absolute 
need to administer morphine; there is no justification for repeat¬ 
ing the dose.” Undoubtedly the use of morphine cannot have a 
curative effect in intestinal obstruction; nevertheless there arc 
not a few conditions which simulate intestinal obstruction, and 
few operators would be willing to open the abdomen of a patient 
who was not vomiting who had little distention but much pain, 
not an unusual condition in obstruction, but one which obtains in 
other conditions not necessarily requiring operation, yet yield¬ 
ing to morphine. Of course no directions nor any number of 
maxims can supply individual judgment and the ability to nicely 
weigh the evidence on which diagnosis depends. On the other 
hand it seems to be going a little too far to advise that the 
drug shall not be repeated in the presence of certain symptoms 
which may or may not prove to be the result of an obstruction, 
and in which some delay is a necessary factor in diagnosis. 
Chapter XXXI treats briefly of the surgery of perforation oc- 
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curring during typhoid fever. Chapter XXXII deals with the 
subject of intestinal exclusion. The remainder of the volume 
is devoted to the surgical diseases of the liver, pancreas and 
spleen. The article on the pancreas and operations thereon is 
most complete. It is not too much to say that it is the most 
valuable treatise on this difficult and obscure branch of surgery 
that has yet been published. The chapters devoted to it form the 
logical and worthy culmination of a work which is a distinct 
addition to the library of every surgeon. 

Algernon T. Bristow. 

Appendicitis. By John B. Deaver, M.D. Third Edition. P. 

Blakiston’s Son & Co. Philadelphia. 

In this, the third edition of Deaver’s treatise on Appendi¬ 
citis, the author has produced a most attractive work which 
embraces this ever-interesting subject from the first days of 
its recognition up to the present time. In a careful review of 
its pages, one finds a complete and exhaustive study of every 
phase of this many-sided disease, comprising the combined ideas 
of almost every author of note who has contributed to the litera¬ 
ture of the subject. In the main, however, the work is based 
on the writer’s personal experience, which now includes several 
thousand cases. It is a notable fact, as Deaver points out, that 
most of the good work along the lines of diagnosis and technique 
of operating in appendicitis has been done by English and Ameri¬ 
can surgeons. 

A chapter of great interest is the one on “The Function 
of the Caecum and Appendix.” In this the experiments of 
Macewen are cited, which demonstrate the important role played 
by the appendix in the process of digestion, in that it supplies 
a goodly quantity of the succus entericus, the glands of Licbcr- 
kiihn being much more numerous in the appendix and caicum 
than in the small intestine. 

The chapters on Diagnosis and Treatment together with 



